
Pastors Ponderings                                      Now That’s Refreshing   

This whole month of November I will be preaching a sermon series entitled, “Say Thank You 
to God”. You will be receiving a pledge card to pray over this month and to discern how 
much financial money you want to give to the ministries of the Canfield United Methodist 
Church. During this month, I encourage you and your loved ones to reflect upon the 
blessings God has given you and to pledge a financial gift to support ministries this next 
year that help to share the love and grace with the world. Be in prayer with God the Father 
and give him thanks for all the blessings you have received from him. Take the whole month 
of November and give thanks and praise to God for the grace and love you receive through 
Jesus Christ his Son. Read this passage from Proverbs 11: 24 One person gives freely, yet 
gains even more; another withholds unduly, but comes to poverty. 25 A generous person will 
prosper; whoever refreshes others will be refreshed.  

I pray that you would be called by God to give freely and to be generous in bringing Christ 
refreshing blessings to other people and that you would be refreshed. Take time this month 
to fill out a pledge card and decide how much financially you can give to the church to 
support God’s ministry of sharing the Good News of Jesus Christ with all the people of the 
world. The Canfield church trustees, and our tech coordinator Jason Henry have put 
together a plan to update the audio-visual online tech equipment. Overall, the cost of the 
new technology will be $60,000 and the trustees have given the whole amount covered by 
the capital church investments. Church leadership is asking the congregation to pledge 
$30,000 to put back into capital investments. There will be a special giving pledge 
mailed just to support the new worship technologies that minister to people online and the 
people in person. During the first couple of weeks of November, our new technologies will be 
installed, which may affect our November 10th and 17th worship and livestream services.   

You can mail the pledge cards to the church or bring them in person and on the final 
Sunday of November 24 we will be praying over the pledge cards in the church worship 
service. As your pastor, I thank you for the financial support and time given to ministries of 
the Canfield U.M.C. and I look forward to the ministries we will be doing with God the Father 
in this next year, and I pray that the love and grace of Jesus Christ would call us to give 
generously. Remember that Jesus Christ’s grace and love is generous in our lives, and he 
calls us to generously support ministries that help build his Kingdom and that bring a 
refreshing spirit on life now and for eternity.   

JOIN US!  
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HANGING OF THE GREENS 
Once again, we invite everyone, young and old, to take part in the Hanging of the Greens on 
Sunday, November 24th immediately following worship service. We will enjoy fellowship 
with seasonal music, cookies and cocoa while we deck the halls in preparation for the first 
Sunday of Advent, December 1st. Bring the whole family and ring in the Christmas season 
with us. We look forward to seeing you there. 
 
For those of you already making your holiday plans, CUMC will celebrate Christmas Eve 
service at 4:00 PM on December 24th with Poland UMC having service at 7:00 PM. 
 

AUDIO/VISUAL SYSTEM OVERHAUL 
Significant and extensive updates/upgrades to our A/V system will begin on November 4th 
and continue until Thanksgiving. During this time, we may have limited A/V and will go “old 
school” using hymnals and minimal technology until that work is completed. Please direct 
any questions regarding the upcoming changes to Jason Henry. 
 

 
Our upcoming Book Club meeting be held Thursday, 
November 21, 2024 in the church parlor at 4:30 p.m.  We 
will be reading and discussing The Christmas Box by 

Richard Paul Evans.  Our December meeting will be on Thursday, December 19, 2024 again 
at 4:30 p.m. in the parlor.  Our holiday selection for that date will The Santa Claus Girl by 
Patricia Goodin.  Come join us as we get in the mood for the holiday season by reading 
these great short books! Hope to see a large crowd!! 

https://www.amazon.com/Christmas-Box-Trilogy/dp/1668015390?crid=2J374BVXCNMAU&dib=eyJ2IjoiMSJ9.nSq_Lzx9jFsAFFSHLwxU0pu7Na7nu98aDU-EBc9vP-24yN93FP4R5ZDwR_E9j52XRQhaPvLo9tG3tCfhxx9z56lI-YxkQpSaYM13qBAGd-Um8Kp4l7hXNXzy1i4P-pf3bMuQh3nWwQIVG6Khv24DIk3h81cerFnLBc72GLqJWZokJ7n9mDyr69nDc7QC1o1IvCbplGjT8zTk6bD5NfiJmep7NyYfDZgoMWWF0040grM.yos1ad2F-7uHxthErJje3FNVr6cjWPLPq29wkeyTnKU&dib_tag=se&keywords=the+christmas+box+richard+paul+evans&qid=1730762729&sprefix=the+christmas+box+ri%2Caps%2C578&sr=8-1
https://www.amazon.com/Santa-Claus-Girl-Patricia-Goodin/dp/0578776367?crid=AUGB8C4ETP3S&dib=eyJ2IjoiMSJ9.7BdiLGCoyUwk04mQnubnWg.0o5gTXq_g5kQ-XSP-w49bNUQg6S7sBfbVxlV8xDyz9o&dib_tag=se&keywords=the+santa+claus+girl+by+patricia+goodin&qid=1730762780&sprefix=the+santa+claus+girl%2Caps%2C133&sr=8-1


 

On Wednesday, November 6 at 7 p.m., Pastor Don will be presenting a slide 
show of his beautiful photography. Refreshments will be served. Everyone is 
welcome! 
 

UMW will be taking a tour of Christmas at the Arms Museum on Wednesday, December 4th 
at 1:30 p.m. Tickets are $9.00. We will carpool from the church, stopping at the Mocha 
House for brunch at 11:30 a.m. downtown. The address is 120 Boardman Street. We will meet 
at the church parking lot at 11 a.m. Reservations are needed by November 13. Please call 
Lois Swartz 330-502-3702 to reserve your spot. 
 

 
Thank you! Thank you! Thank you! 
 
The Turkey Dinner Team, under the guidance of David 
Bennett, would like to thank everyone who helped out with 
our Annual Turkey Dinner. Whether you helped make 
Methodist Cole Slaw, provided a pie, helped serve, or came 
and ate, your support is greatly appreciated. 
 

 

Finance November 11 6 p.m. 
Trustees November 11 7 p.m. 

 

 
 
 

For our Special Christmas Offering members can order a 
poinsettia for the altar or make a gift to the Music Fund.  

Flowers can be taken home after the Christmas Eve service. 
Please consider making your donation to the Music Fund if you 

are not interested in taking a flower home. 
Deadline to order poinsettias is December 9.  Cost is $10.00.  
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Our members at home. 
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