
Pastor’s Ponderings                                            Building the Body of Christ  
In book of Ephesians, we read of the importance of building up the church as the body of 
Jesus Christ in the world. Each of us as Christians has abilities and spiritual gifts from God 
that help us to share the grace and love of Jesus with the world. Read and reflect upon 
these gifts in Ephesians 4:11-13. 

 11 So Christ himself gave the apostles, the prophets, the evangelists, the pastors 
and teachers, 12 to equip his people for works of service, so that the body of 
Christ may be built up 13 until we all reach unity in the faith and in the knowledge 
of the Son of God and become mature, attaining to the whole measure of the 
fullness of Christ.  

Some of us are called by God to be apostles, prophets, evangelists, pastors, and teachers in 
the life of the church and in the world. We are called by God to use the gifts he has given us 
to serve people and to tell the world of Jesus Christ grace and love.   
Starting in January the Canfield United Methodist Church will be doing some informational 
training on the Simplified Accountability Structure. The Simplified Accountability Structure 
(S.A.S.) combines the church committees of Administrative Council, Trustees, Finance, Staff 
Pastor Parish Relationship into one committee of nine people that function together to cover 
the four committees. The S.A.S. form of church leadership opens more areas ministry teams 
for people to serve on. Ministry teams that would work with children, youth, and adult 
ministries. These ministry teams would meet as needed to address ministries in the life of 
the church.   
All church members are invited to Zoom meetings on Saturday, January 27th 9 a.m. – 12 p.m. 
(At Canfield UMC), Tuesday, January 30th 6 – 9 p.m. (No In-Person Meeting), and Thursday, 
February 1st 6 – 9 p.m. (At Poland UMC). Please note that you can come in person or 
watch from home on your computer for the Jan. 27th and Feb. 1st meetings. I will be 
sending out a link for the Zoom meetings. Please sign up for the meeting and make 
sure we have your latest email address. Over the next several months the Canfield UMC 
will be exploring to see if the Simplified Accountability Structure would be useful in 
connecting more people in ministry as we work to be the body of Christ in the world. Please 
note that although the trainings are combined with Poland and Canfield UMCs, each church 
will continue to have its own separate leadership board.  
  

 

JOIN US!  
 

Church Office: 330.533.9801 
 
Address:  
27 S. Broad Street 
Canfield, OH 44406 

Worship 9:00AM 

Email: office@canfieldumc.org 

Web: www.canfieldumc.org 
Facebook: 
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Pizza with the Pastor  
People interested in becoming new members or transferring 
their membership in from another church are invited to have 
pizza with Pastor Paul. We will eat pizza and you can ask 
Pastor Paul questions around membership for Canfield and 
Poland United Methodist Churches. There will be two meeting 
times on Sunday, February 4th and Sunday, February 18th at 12:30 p.m. at Wedgewood 
Pizza, 6200 South Avenue in Boardman. Come out and have a slice and learn about 
getting connected as a member at the Canfield and Poland churches.  
 

February UMW will be Wednesday, February 7th at noon in the Fellowship 
Hall. Dessert will be provided by Diane Netti. We will be addressing 
Valentine cards for our “Members at Home”. 
 
March UMW will be Wednesday, March 6th at noon in the Fellowship Hall. 

Jackie Cummings will be sharing a book review of Extraordinary Women by Suzanne 
Wesley. You are asked to wear an apron and dessert will be provided. 
 
The UMW Garage Sale will be on Saturday, April 20th from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. More details to 
follow. 
 
We will resume book club on Thursday, January 18, 2024 
at 4:30 p.m. in the Parlor and we will be reading and 
discussing the book Miss Benson's Beetle by Rachel Joyce.  
 

January 12 TBA Y-Night 

January 28 6-8 pm Youth Group 
 

 The Chili Cook Off is returning! 
Sunday, February 11th after worship – chili entries as well as chili taste testers 
needed! 
Sign up in the atrium if you would like to enter your chili in the contest. 
Prizes will be awarded. 

 
                                      Responding in Love in Crisis and Disaster 

Global / International Disaster Fund #982450 
United States Disaster Fund #901670 

More information about UMCOR and how they are responding can be found at 
https://www.umc.org/en/how-we-serve/we-are-disciples/disaster-relief 

 

Finance January 8th  6 pm 
Trustees January 8th  7 pm 

https://www.amazon.com/Miss-Bensons-Beetle-Rachel-Joyce/dp/0812996704
https://www.umc.org/en/how-we-serve/we-are-disciples/disaster-relief
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Our members at home. 
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